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IATF 16949 Eligibility for Fabless Organization

This letter is to confirm that Richtek Technology Corp. (RICHEK) is an IC design & fabless
semiconductor company. RICHTEK is ISO 9001:2015 certified (TW21/10389) and the quality
management system is aligned with IATF 16949:2016. All manufacturing subcontractors for
RICHTEK are IATF 16949:2016 certified.

Please see the addendum for letter of IATF 16949:2015 ineligibility for RICHTEK.

Below are excerpts from the IATF 16949:2015 Rules, 5th edition explaining why IC
design & fabless organizations are ineligible for IATF 16949:2015 certification.

1.0 ELIGIBILITY FOR CERTIFICATION TO IATF 16949

IATF 16948 defines the gquality management system requirements for a client providing design and
development, production and, when relevant, assembly, installation, and services (see the definition of
“Manufacturing” below for the list of services) of automotive-related products.

“Client” shall be'understood as the entire entity (including all related manufacturing sites and
remote supporting locations) applying for IATF 16249 certification.

IATF 16949 is applicable to all sites of a client where customer-specified production parls, service parls,
and/or accessory parts are manufactured.

“Customer-specified production parts” shall be understood as parts that are an integral part of
a vehicle. The only customer-specified parts that do not meet this requirement but are to be
included are the following: fire extinguisher, car jacks, and floor mats, owner's manuals, and
warning triangles.

“Site” shall be understood as the location at which value-added manufacturing processes occur
(see IATF 16949, section 3.1).A site may also include more than one (1) address (see Annex 4).
Fabless sites and sites making only non-automotive related products are not eligible for IATF
16949 certification (see section 10.0).

Note: A client performing value-added activities on their customer’'s premises can be
considered as a remote support location of a site but is not eligible for stand-alone
certification. The function would be identified as “service” on the IATF certificate.

“Manufacturing” shall be understood as “the process of making or fabricating production
materials, production of service parts, assemblies, or heat treating, welding, painting, plating, or
other finishing services of automotive-related parts” (see IATF 16949, section 3.1).

Fabless manufacturing

The design and distribution of production parts while the fabrication or "fab” of the production parts is
outsourced to a specialized manufacturer. Fabless companies separate the design from the
manufacturing to concentrate on research, design, development, and testing.
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https://www.richtek.com/Design%20Support/quality-reliability/quality-management-system/certificates?sc_lang=zh-TW
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Addendum: Letter from SGS TW

SGS

Dears,
Here confirms that |C design house is not eligible to apply for IATF 16949 certification due to fabless site.

Per the Rules for achieving and maintaining IATF recognition, 5th Edition, specifically states in section 1.0 that
‘Fabless sites and sites making only non-automotive related products are not eligible for IATF 16949
certification”.
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